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We get little progress this year, but the Redmi Note 11 makes a lot of sense if you value screen quality and battery life over an ability to play tough games like Fortnite well. Vibrant OLED screenlLong battery life Stereo speakers Mediocre gaming performanceCamera stumbles with trickier scenesNo 5G mobile internet 33W fast chargingThis is one of
the fastest-charging budget phones, taking you from flat to 57% charge in a half-hour. A full charge took slightly longer than Xiaomi’s 61-minute claim in our tests, but not too far off. 90Hz OLED screenThe Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 has one of the better displays available in a sub-£200 phone. It's a Full HD OLED panel. You get bold colour, excellent
contrast and great sharpness — a high-end look. Stereo speakersDual speaker arrays are always a benefit for gaming and video-watching, and the Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 is particularly good at the latter. While not as beefy as Xiaomi’s higher-end designs, top volume is good. Introduction The Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 is a basic Android phone with one
stand-out feature - a Full HD OLED screen. This is great for watching YouTube or Netflix in a darker room, letting the ultra-deep contrast of the tech shine. Its solid stereo speakers are also beneficial for video. They are fairly loud and clear, not too far off the performance of Xiaomi’s phones from a level up. The Xiaomi Redmi Note 11’s battery life is
great too, outlasting almost all of the best phones around. Great screen, solid speakers, low-maintenance battery: that is a good combo. Other than this, the Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 offers nothing too exciting. It doesn’t have 5G, the camera array is not quite as strong as that of the 4G version of the Samsung Galaxy A22. And the Qualcomm Snapdragon
680 is not a great performer. It struggles to play games like Fortnite, and there is a slight but noticeable hit to the feel of Android in general. The Redmi Note 11 is not a pain to use but is slower to respond than the step-up Note 11 Pro 5G. Its relative lack of performance nibbles, rather than bites, but is something to bear in mind when older 4G big
hitters like the Poco X3 Pro are intermittently available at a similar price. Design and Screen Plain inoffensive plastic shellMid-size phone, perfect if you don’t want a huge handsetStereo speakers The Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 is an unassuming phone. As if to stress the point, Xiaomi sent me the most innocuous finish available, Graphite Grey. There’s no
dazzling effect to the back. It’s just a slightly rounded sheet of plastic with a matt top later. It feels smooth, perhaps a little cheap: clearly plastic, not glass. This simply means there’s even less of a reason not to use the bundled silicone case. Xiaomi also makes Redmi Note 11s with lightly sparkly blue and purple/green metallic finishes, should the
grey here seem just too dull for your tastes. Image Credit (Trusted Reviews) This is a mid-size phone with a 6.43-inch screen, making its appeal a lot wider than that of Xiaomi’s chunkier 6.67-inch performance phones from last year. At 8.1mm it’s not particularly thick, and the 179g weight is diligently moderate. Like last year’s Note 10, Xiaomi wants
to reel you in with OK pricing, so the design’s job is not to put you off in the process. There are some more notable parts to the Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 hardware, though. It has an IR blaster, which you probably won’t use but is neat nevertheless. This lets the phone act as a universal remote with the help of the Mi Remote app. The Xiaomi Redmi Note
11’s speakers are also above average. There’s a driver on the phone’s bottom, another that seems to throw sound out of the top and a thin band above the screen. In the best stereo arrays the two speakers sound roughly as powerful as each other. You don’t get that here. The Xiaomi Redmi Note 11’s bottom speaker is significantly richer than the top
one, but the pair still gets you a proper stereo effect and output strong enough to punch through a good amount of ambient sound. Speakers are a Redmi Note series strength. And while the Note 11 Pro’s are more powerful still, delivering more bass, the Note 11’s do not sit too far behind. The fingerprint scanner lives in the power button on the side.
It’s the standard place for finger pads in cheaper phones, but this one has solid ergonomics and is nippy. You get two SIM slots and a separate microSD card slot in the SIM tray too, which should please the budget power user crowd. Image Credit (Trusted Reviews) The Xiaomi Redmi Note 11’s screen is much like last year’s Redmi Note 10’s, at least
in terms of core tech. You get a mid-size 6.43-inch AMOLED display with a 90Hz refresh rate, although my phone was set to a 60Hz refresh out of the box. Xiaomi phones from a step up offer even more rapid 120Hz refresh rates. However, 90Hz still looks smoother than 60Hz, and presumably must be less of a battery drain. 90Hz: unfashionable, but
perhaps sensible? Resolution and contrast are the real highlights of the Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 display. 5G phones at this price typically have 720p screens less sharp than this 2400 x 1080 pixel one. Samsung’s 4G A22 has a comparable display, but the phone costs 15% more. The Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 has a strong screen, one with wide gamut colour
and perfect OLED blacks. I found its colour too strong to begin with, as while the default Vivid colour profile claims to alter colour handling to suit what is displayed on-screen, interface app icons still appear super-saturated. Don’t like it? The “Standard” colour mode brings everything back down to the more measured tones you might see in, say, an
iPhone 13. Image Credit (Trusted Reviews) The Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 does not appear to support HDR video, which is a shame when the actual display panel is clearly much more HDR-capable than most TVs. But HDR on a phone? It’s ultimately no great loss. This does make you wonder exactly where you’d see the claimed “1000 nit” peak
brightness, if not in HDR video. In bright sunlight the Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 switches to its high brightness mode, which tops out at around 700 nits. The phone also plays with its mid-tones in direct sunlight, lifting up the darker parts of the picture to maximise visibility. It’s a great feature to have in a cheap Android phone. However, it does not seem
to engage in the camera app, which is a shame. I've also found the Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 screen goes a bit too dim in certain indoor conditions, but just manually change the brightness level and it will stay there. Performance Solid MIUI interfaceJust OK general performancePoor gaming performance The Xiaomi Redmi Note 11’s software looks just
like that of Xiaomi’s more expensive phones. It runs Android 11 and MIUI, the company’s custom software layer. MIUI does not do anything too bold. You can have it with or without an app drawer, and the visual design is similar to previous versions. Swipe down on the right side, you get the feature toggles for Wi-Fi, the torch and so on. You swipe
from the left to see notifications. I'm not a big fan of this style, but it’s a bit less cumbersome in the Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 than a larger-screen Android as reaching the left side of the display is less of a stretch for your thumb. Image Credit (Trusted Reviews) The Xiaomi Redmi Note 11’s interface looks much like that of the more expensive Xiaomis but
it does not feel quite the same. It runs at a slower tempo, with a noticeable drop in responsiveness compared to the Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 Pro. App loads are a little slower, there’s sometimes a brief pause before the interface screen populates. While phone processors have developed rapidly over the years, there remains a slight performance deficit
when you reach entry-level performance phones like the Xiaomi Redmi Note 11. I don't find this annoying as such. While this phone is slightly slower than step-up models, it is consistently slower — there aren’t glaring inconsistencies that make it seem as though you have to wade through the interface. Do consider this if you are upgrading from an
old flagship phone like, say, the OnePlus 6. This phone is highly likely to seem a straight downgrade in performance. It is thanks to the Qualcomm Snapdragon 680, a processor much less impressive than what we’ve seen in other Xiaomi 4G phones from the last 18 months. Looking into the processor’s capabilities, the Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 actually
hits several of its ceilings. The Snapdragon 680 only supports displays of 1080p at up to 90Hz, there’s no support for a separate 5G modem, no Wi-Fi 6. It doesn’t support HDR video playback — the likely reason a screen that seems capable of it on the surface doesn’t have HDR. Image Credit (Trusted Reviews) If you wait for one of Xiaomi’s regular
(and often hot) sales, you’ll be able to pick up a more powerful phone for similar money. But that only applies if you plan on buying the Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 outright, of course. Gaming is where the limits are felt the most keenly. Fortnite does not run well on the Xiaomi Redmi Note 11. It cannot remotely hold onto a solid 30fps at the default
graphics settings, and has crashed on me several times — often hanging before or during the dropship part at the start of a game. The phone is not officially supported by Fortnite publisher Epic at present, and stability may improve in the future, as the Snapdragon 680 processor is used in several notable phones including the Realme 9i and Samsung
Galaxy A23. It still won’t run particularly well even after optimisations, though. The limited 4GB RAM in my test phone likely does not help. ARK: Survival Evolved runs poorly when maxed out, and even at Medium graphics there are clear frame rate drops as you run through the environment. The Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 scores 444 points in 3DMark’s
Wild Life benchmark, a dismal score and only half that of the similarly priced Oppo A54 5G. That phone has the Snapdragon 480 5G, a chipset that sounds less powerful than the Redmi’s Snapdragon 680, but is not. This phone is also slower than its predecessor: Qualcomm’s naming convention strikes again. The old Redmi Note 10’s Snapdragon 678
is a little more powerful than this phones’ Snapdragon 680, which you would never guess. In better news, the Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 never seems to get hot — perhaps not too surprising given the phone’s power. That said, 3D Mark’s Wild Life stress test shows the phone goes into a throttled mode after 10 minutes at full pelt, dipping to 50-60% of its
peak performance. Camera Fairly weak HDRPoor low-light photoSlightly, but not glaringly, slow to shoot The Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 has four rear cameras. You get a 50-megapixel main camera, an 8MP ultra-wide, a 2MP macro and a 2MP depth camera. Those last two are typical filler cameras. Close-up macro images are pretty bad and fall apart
when you view them on a display larger than the phone’s own screen. Image Credit (Trusted Reviews) The Xiaomi Redmi Note 11’s main camera uses a Samsung sensor that, in typical Samsung fashion, takes a currently trendy resolution (50MP) and brings it down to earth by shoehorning it into fairly low-end hardware. This is a small 1/2.76-inch
sensor, leading to sensor pixels that measure just 0.64 microns. These things are tiny. However, for the most part I’'m reasonably happy with the results. Some of the issues I had with the step-up Redmi Note 11 Pro 5G camera are here too, but they stick out less in a sub-£200 phone. Shoot in good lighting and the Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 typically puts
out photos with a warm colour skew — representing the late afternoon light well. Fine texture and detail are not particularly well-handled, but the general impression of detail is good until you actually dive into the pixels to see what’s there. Image Credit (Trusted Reviews) The Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 struggles when there’s less for it to work with.
Shoot in daytime scenes where the light level is OK but flat and your photos will often look dull and lifeless. In tricky scenes where there’s a lot of light contrast, the Xiaomi Redmi Note 11’s HDR processing often does not do enough to avoid the foreground looking dull. And, contrary to expectations, quite often the lower-end ultra-wide camera will do
a better job of creating an even-looking exposure. Here the ultra-wide does a decent job of brightning the foreground while avoiding overexposure in the sky You'll often be better off switching on the “AI” mode, something I usually avoid, in order to coax the Xiaomi Redmi Note 11’s processing into trying a little harder. That said, I actually had more
issues with the pricier Redmi Note 11 Pro 5G, where overexposure can be a problem. It is not here, within reason — we’re still talking about a sensor that may sound impressive but is entry-level hardware. Dull-looking Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 can be improved with editing apps on your PC/Mac or phone, but you are more likely to discard them as duds
before even trying. Sometimes the main camera messes up, creating dim looking images like this ...and here’s the very same photo after a 30-second edit in Photoshop The ultra-wide camera is perfectly solid as a secondary camera in a sub-£200 phone. Purple fringing is the most significant issue here. Outside the centre of the frame, it is very
obvious, making tree branches set against the sky look as if they are glowing with a purple aura. The experience of shooting with the Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 is less than perfect too. There’s a bit of shutter lag, so taking photos does not feel super-responsive. When a scene is bathed in light, the camera performs perfectly well The ultra-wide does OK
too, but check out all that purple in the top-right quadrant Video is fairly weak. You can capture footage at up to 1080p resolution, 60 frames per second. This is actually better than the 1080/30 available in the step-up Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 Pro 5G. There is a slight crop when you shoot video, suggesting the phone uses some degree of software
stabilisation, but there’s no electronic stabilisation (EIS) option in Settings. Is there actually any EIS here? After reviewing some footage, the Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 does appear to apply stabilisation at 1080/30, but not at 1080/60. There’s also significant aliasing at 1080/60, so I'd suggest sticking to 1080/30 all the time. It has its own problems, like
dropped frames during pans, but it’s still the stronger of the two modes. Night photography is pretty poor. While the Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 has a dedicated Night mode, it does not seem to improve the quality of your images much. And the selfie camera? It has a 13-megapixel sensor that does a passable job in direct sunlight but fine details become
mush in indoor lighting. Battery life Battery life is one of the standout features hereHefty 5000mAh cell33w charging The Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 is not a perfect phone, but its battery life goes a long way towards making up for it. It has a 5000mAh battery, the same capacity as plenty of Xiaomi Androids that are thicker, larger and heavier. Stick to the
60Hz refresh rate and this is a phone that should be able to last some of you two days — or at least up to bedtime on day two. On almost all days I have at least 45% charge left by 11:30pm on day one, which is about as good as you are going to get from a phone not made specifically for ultra-long battery life. Switching to 90Hz does not ruin things
either. On one particularly long day when I got started at around 7am and went to bed just before lam, the Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 still had 40-plus percent left when I set the phone down at night. It carried on to the second day, finally giving up at 1pm. These were not particularly easy or light days, making this probably the longest-lasting phone I've
used in 2022 so far. For all the complaints raised in this review, it’s meant I've genuinely enjoyed using the Xiaomi Redmi Note 11. The battery is impressive, and is also one of the faster to charge at the price. Its 33W charging standard is far from Xiaomi’s quickest. Phones one rung up have 67W charging, some top-end ones 120W charging.
However, it is still far superior to 15W of the Samsung alternatives, and shames the 10W charger of the Oppo A54 5G. 33W takes the Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 from flat to 50% charge in 26 minutes. It hits 90% at 51 minutes but, as ever, the final few percent are much slower to trickle in. A full charge took 69 minutes, a little over Xiaomi’s claim of 61
minutes, but that figure may be achievable if the phone is kept switched off for the full charging time. Latest deals This phone excels at everyday stuff: Its screen elevates the Xiaomi Redmi Note 11, with excellent viewing angles and a punchy image. Long battery life and fast charging are always to be cherished and the OLED screen pairs well with
stereo speaker for fans of video streaming. The Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 is not a great gaming phone: The Snapdragon 680 isn’t particularly powerful, and has a weaker GPU than chipsets that appear to be a step-down, like the Snapdragon 480 5G and Snapdragon 678. It does not get on too well with Fortnite. And it doesn’t have 5G. The Xiaomi Redmi
Note 11 is a solid buy as long as you don’t expect too much of the stuff tech is famed for: progress. Like the last-generation Note 10, its OLED screen is the highlight. This adds a sheen of quality to a phone that doesn’t have all that much of an impressive physical presence — which doesn’t matter too much if you will use a case anyway. Long battery
life and stereo speakers add significantly to the Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 appeal, particularly if you won’t dig too deep into what Android can do. However, it’s disappointing that the phone is actually slightly less powerful than its predecessor, without having 5G mobile internet as a trade-off. The camera array is no better than the category average,
general performance is fine but noticeably slower than phones Xiaomi sells for slightly over £200. And it struggles with demanding games. Not everyone will notice the performance drawbacks here. Have a think about whether you’'re in that boat before buying, because it’s otherwise a very easygoing Android to own. We test every mobile phone we
review thoroughly. We use industry standard tests to compare features properly and we use the phone as our main device over the review period. We’ll always tell you what we find and we never, ever, accept money to review a product. Used as our main handset during test period Camera tested in variety of situations with all modes Does the Xiaomi
Redmi Note 11 have 5G mobile internet? No, this is a 4G phone. There is a Note 11E with 5G, but this is only available in selected markets. Is the Redmi Note 11 waterproof? Like other affordable Xiaomi phones the Redmi Note 11 has basic IP53 water resistance — fine for rain but more submersion in water. Does the Redmi Note 11 have a
headphone jack? A 3.5mm jack sits on the top of the phone, letting you plug in cabled headphones. < 3D Mark - Wild Life Stress Test 3D Mark - Sling Shot Extreme Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 Pro 5G > < 73.9 x 159.9 x 8.1 INCHES Xiaomi Redmi Note 11 Pro 5G > An abbreviation for milliampere-hour and a way to express the capacity of batteries, especially
smaller ones in phones. In most cases the higher the mAh, the longer the battery will last but this isn’t always the case. Organic Light Emitting Diode is panel technology that allows each individual pixel to produce light rather than relying on a backlight. This enables the screen to accurately display blacks by turning off the pixel, resulting in improved
contrast compared to conventional LCD panels. Offering faster download and upload speeds when compared to 4G. Great for game streaming and HDR video playback. Not supported everywhere yet and speeds vary wildly.
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